
Consonant Handshapes

→

Vowel Placements

→

/d/
/zh/
/p/

/TH/
/v/
/z/
/k/

/h/
/r/
/s/

/b/
/n/
/wh/* 

/l/
/w/
/sh/

/j/
/g/
/th/

/ch/
/ng/
/y/

vowel alone
/m/
/t/
/f/

2 3 5 6 74 81

*rarely used; most cue /w/
(thumb)

(the)

Cued Speech Handshape Chart
f o r  Ame r i c a n  E n g l i s h

throatchinmouth

/ur/ her
/ee/ see

/aw/ dog
/ue/ blue
/e/ get

/i/ is
/a/ that
/oo/ book

/ou/ cow=2s-5t
/ie/ eye=5s-5t

/ay/ pay=1c-5t
/oi/ boy=4c-5t

side → 5 throat chin → 5 throat
side

consonant alone (side=s)

**CUE NOTATION:
Use the handshape number for the desired consonant phoneme together with the first letter
of the placement name to describe in written form how to cue syllables, words, phrases, or
sentences.

/uh/ but (side down=sd)
/oe/ home (side forward=sf)
/ah/ father (side forward=sf)

Diphthongs** R-Colored Vowels**:  air=/_e,r_/=5c3s or=/_oe,r_/=5sf3s
are=/_ah,r_/=5sf3s

ear=/_i,r_/=5t3s


